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TTTE MEMBER.S OF PAR.LI,4.MENT (DETERMINATION

OF DISPUTE) ACT. 1980

ACT NO. I  OF 198I

127't ' Januarl ', l98l]

An Act to make provision for empowering the Election
Commission to give full effect to the provisions of clause (4)
of ,A.rficle 66 of the Constitution.

WHEREAS it is expedient to make provision for

empowering the Election Commission to give full effect to the
provisions of clause (4) of Article 66 of the Constitution;

It is hereby enacted as follows:-

1. This Act may be called the Merfribrs
(Determination of Dispute) Act, 1980.

2. In this Act, unless there is anything
subiect or context"-

of Parliament\ X _ - , . l . r , '

,..pu#di,f m tr,*
':;4'

(a) "Article" means an Article of the C,siititution;

(b) "dispute" means a dispute qi€htibned in clause (4) of
Articre 66; 

. ,;.,::i_
(c) "Election Commissionll.i.hi'bans the Election Contmission

established under $ilicle 1 18.

3. The Speaker snai'"wiitrin thirty days after a dispute has
arisen, prepare a statdsrdnt containing the facts reiating to the

dispute, the name"dd, address of the Member of Parliament in

respect of wlrg1X"1j:iv in respect of whose seat the dispute has
arisen and..tftiaame and address of the person who has raised

the dispute,'hereinafter referred to as the parties to the dispute,

and send::th€ staternent to the Election Commission to hear and

deteimjhe the dispute.

, , 4. (1) Where a dispute lras been refemed to the Election

Commission by the Speaker for hearing and determination, the
Commission shall, unless it is of opinion that a reference on any
point regarding the dispule is required to be made to the Speaker,

communicatg, ra'ithin fouteen days of the receipt of the statement

mentioned in section 3, the statement to the parties to the dispute

asking theur to submit statements in writing, if any, on the dispute
within such time as may be specified by it.
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(2) After the expiry o1'the time specified for submission of
statements, the Election Commission shall hear the dispute orr
such date and at such time and place as it may determine.

(3) All parties to the dispute shall have the right to appear
before the Election Commission in persotr or to be represented
by advocates.
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(4) The Election Commission shall give a reasonab-le
oppofunity to the parties to the dispute of adducing evidence
and of cross-examining witnesses.

(5) Except as aforesaid the procedure fol heari.ng a dispute
shall be such as the Election Commission congiders"appropriate
in the circumstances of the case.

5. (l) For the purpose of hearingrpnd'determination of a
disputeo the Election Commission sha{:lilibve all the powers of a
Civil Court, rvhile trying a sui{.tiiinder the Code of Civil
Procedure, 1908 (V of 1903)ffi respect of the following
matters. namely':- 

, 
.

(a) summoning aniJ enibrcing the attendarrce of any person
and exaqri_4iir! him on oath;

' 
"''';'" 

':"'
(b) reqririti! the discovery and production ofanl' docunrent:

(c) ;;iFceiving evidence on affi davit;
t t ' - " ' " ' ' ' : "

ri...(d) issuing commissions for the examination of rvitnesses or

.;ui'iu.. documents;

r:'' (e) such other matters as may be prescribed.

(2) Any proceeding before the Election Commission under
this Act shall be deemed to be a judicial proceeding within the
rneaning of section 193 of the Penal Code (XLV of 1860).

6. The Election Commission shall communicate its decision
on a dispute to the Speaker within one hundred and twentv days
of the receipt of the statement mentionecl in section 3.

Power to make 7. The Government mav. bv norification in the oflicial
Iules Gazetle, make rules for 

"a,'rying 
out the purposes of this Act.


